Placental microbiota in gestational diabetes
Bassols and coinvestigators profiled the placental microbiota and microbiome in women with gestational diabetes (GDM) and studied their relationship with maternal metabolism and placental expression of anti-inflammatory cytokines (AICs). The placental microbiota and microbiome and AIC expression were analyzed in placentas from women with GDM and controls; a distinct profile was found in GDM. 
Runs of homozygosity
Runs of homozygosity (ROHs) are consecutive homozygous genotypes that enhance the expression of recessive traits. Uzun et al. mapped ROHs in a casecontrol study of women delivering at term compared with women delivering before or at 34 weeks' gestation. Gene sets known to play a role in preterm birth were examined for overlap with ROH segments. While no significant ROH burden was found, genomic regions were identified that showed significant differences in abundance of overlapping ROH segments in cases versus controls.
See page 829
Creatine and mouse skeletal muscle LaRosa and colleagues examined creatine's potential to prevent damage to axial skeletal muscles in spiny mice. Mice were delivered by cesarean section one day before term with or without 7.5 minutes of birth asphyxia. Gastrocnemius muscles were obtained for an ex vivo study of twitch tension, muscle fatigue, and structural and histochemical analysis. Among other findings, maternal creatine treatment prevented all asphyxia-induced changes in the gastrocnemius and improved motor performance. See page 852
